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Infection Prevention and Control Considerations for 
Return of Blood Components and Products to Inventory 

 
APPENDIX A: SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) 
 
Infectious Organism: SARS-CoV-2, human coronavirus 
 
Mechanism of Spread: Droplets, contaminated surfaces or hands 
 
Surface Viability:  
 

Material Temperature Persistence 

Cardboard Not specified 
(presumed room temp) 

None detected at 24 hours1 

Glass 22oC None detected at 4 days1,2 

Plastic  22oC None detected at 7 days2 

Stainless Steel 22oC None detected at 7 days2 

 
 
Refrigerator:  Highly stable at 4oC, with persistence of detectable virus at 14 days2 

 
The evidence as it pertains to SARS-CoV-2 survival and inactivation continues to evolve. A recently 
published literature review detailing the persistence of human and veterinary coronaviruses (other then 
SARS-CoV-2) on inanimate surfaces, as well as inactivation strategies with biocidal agents used for 
chemical disinfection provides valuable information about this virus family.3  
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